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This publication is an independent synthesis prepared by Monitoring Gene Drives. 

 

Purpose. This chronology separates the CBD synthetic-biology policy track from the Cartagena Protocol risk-assessment track, while retaining the shared technical inputs and 
points of coordination. It corrects document types and identifiers, restores missing process steps and distinguishes adopted outcomes from advisory or preparatory documents. 

Reading the table. COP decisions govern the Convention track; CP-MOP decisions govern the Cartagena Protocol track. SBSTTA and SBI recommendations transmit advice but 
are not final COP or CP-MOP decisions. AHTEG reports, Secretariat notes, information documents, notifications and technical series are inputs. The final two rows are 
forthcoming procedural endpoints, not existing documents. 

Stage Year Track Document and status Receives input from Produces or feeds into Gene-drive relevance and correction 

1 2008 Shared 
foundation 

Decision IX/29 | Novel and emerging 
issues 

Proposals for new and emerging 
issues 

Criteria and procedure used in 
later synthetic-biology 
deliberations 

Established the procedure and seven criteria for 
identifying new and emerging issues. Synthetic 
biology was later assessed through this framework. 

2 2010 CBD synthetic 
biology Decision X/13 | New and emerging issues 

Proposals to treat synthetic 
biology as a new and emerging 
issue 

Submissions and SBSTTA review 
Opened the CBD synthetic-biology process. Invited 
information and urged precaution regarding field 
release of synthetic life, cells or genomes; it did not 
refer expressly to gene drives. 

3 2012 CBD synthetic 
biology 

UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/16/13 | Note by the 
Executive Secretary 

Submissions requested under 
X/13 

SBSTTA Recommendation 
XVI/12 

Compiled the early information base. This is a pre-
session working document, not an adopted 
recommendation. 

https://www.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22798113
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-09/cop-09-dec-29-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-09/cop-09-dec-29-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-10/cop-10-dec-13-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/sbstta/sbstta-16/official/sbstta-16-13-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/sbstta/sbstta-16/official/sbstta-16-13-en.pdf


 
Stage Year Track Document and status Receives input from Produces or feeds into Gene-drive relevance and correction 

4 2012 CBD synthetic 
biology 

SBSTTA Recommendation XVI/12 | 
Synthetic biology 

UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/16/13 and 
submissions COP Decision XI/11 

Converted the Secretariat analysis into SBSTTA 
advice for COP 11 and requested further technical 
work. 

5 2012 CBD synthetic 
biology Decision XI/11 | New and emerging issues SBSTTA Recommendation 

XVI/12 
Secretariat impact and 
governance reviews for SBSTTA 
18 

Recognized possible positive and negative effects 
and requested work on impacts, regulatory gaps and 
overlaps, and the new-and-emerging-issue criteria. 

6 2014 CBD synthetic 
biology 

UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/18/10 | Synthetic 
biology 

Decision XI/11 and 
commissioned reviews 

SBSTTA Recommendation 
XVIII/7 

Secretariat working document synthesizing the 
technical work and presenting draft 
recommendations; it was not itself an adopted 
recommendation. 

7 2014 Technical input UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/18/INF/3 | Potential 
impacts of synthetic biology 

Decision XI/11, literature and 
submissions 

UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/18/10 and 
SBSTTA 18 deliberations 

Detailed review of potential positive and negative 
impacts on biodiversity and the Convention's 
objectives. 

8 2014 Technical input UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/18/INF/4 | Regulatory 
gaps and overlaps 

Decision XI/11 and governance 
review 

UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/18/10 and 
SBSTTA 18 deliberations 

Mapped existing instruments, possible gaps and 
overlaps relevant to synthetic biology governance. 

9 2014 CBD synthetic 
biology 

SBSTTA Recommendation XVIII/7 | 
Synthetic biology SBSTTA/18/10 and INF/3-4 COP Decision XII/24 

Found information insufficient to conclude whether 
synthetic biology met the formal new-and-emerging-
issue criteria and transmitted precautionary options 
to COP 12. 

10 2014 CBD synthetic 
biology 

Decision XII/24 | New and emerging 
issues: synthetic biology 

SBSTTA Recommendation 
XVIII/7 

Open-ended Online Forum and 
first Synthetic Biology AHTEG 

Set precautionary expectations for risk assessment 
and management before field trials or environmental 
release and established the first forum and AHTEG. 

11 2014 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

Decision BS-VII/12 | Risk assessment and 
risk management 

Cartagena Protocol 
deliberations and the parallel 
COP process 

Coordination with CBD 
synthetic-biology work 

Recognized that Protocol provisions may apply to 
living organisms resulting from synthetic biology and 
called for coordinated work. 

12 2015 Shared 
technical input 

UNEP/CBD/SYNBIO/AHTEG/2015/1/2 | 
Secretariat background document 

Submissions and the Online 
Forum under XII/24 

First Synthetic Biology AHTEG 
report 

Compiled and synthesized information for expert 
review. It should be read with the submissions and 
online discussions, not as a negotiated outcome. 

13 2015 CBD synthetic 
biology 

UNEP/CBD/SYNBIO/AHTEG/2015/1/3 | 
First Synthetic Biology AHTEG report 

Forum, submissions and 
Secretariat synthesis SBSTTA Recommendation XX/8 

Developed the operational definition later treated as 
a starting point. Discussed gene drives as possible 
tools and as systems capable of population 
alteration, biodiversity loss and ecosystem effects. 

14 2015 Technical input CBD Technical Series No. 82 | Synthetic 
biology 

Secretariat reviews and 
scientific literature 

AHTEG, SBSTTA and COP 
deliberations 

Non-negotiated technical reference on the state of 
knowledge, potential impacts and governance 
considerations. 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-16/sbstta-16-rec-12-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-16/sbstta-16-rec-12-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-11/cop-11-dec-11-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/sbstta/sbstta-18/official/sbstta-18-10-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/sbstta/sbstta-18/official/sbstta-18-10-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/sbstta/sbstta-18/information/sbstta-18-inf-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/sbstta/sbstta-18/information/sbstta-18-inf-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/sbstta/sbstta-18/information/sbstta-18-inf-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/sbstta/sbstta-18/information/sbstta-18-inf-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-18/sbstta-18-rec-07-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-18/sbstta-18-rec-07-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-12/cop-12-dec-24-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-12/cop-12-dec-24-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/mop-07/mop-07-dec-12-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/mop-07/mop-07-dec-12-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/synbio/synbioahteg-2015-01/official/synbioahteg-2015-01-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/synbio/synbioahteg-2015-01/official/synbioahteg-2015-01-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/synbio/synbioahteg-2015-01/official/synbioahteg-2015-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/synbio/synbioahteg-2015-01/official/synbioahteg-2015-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-82-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-82-en.pdf


 
Stage Year Track Document and status Receives input from Produces or feeds into Gene-drive relevance and correction 

15 2016 CBD synthetic 
biology 

SBSTTA Recommendation XX/8 | Synthetic 
biology 

2015 AHTEG report and peer 
review COP Decision XIII/17 Transmitted the AHTEG's operational definition and 

conclusions to COP 13. 

16 2016 CBD synthetic 
biology Decision XIII/17 | Synthetic biology SBSTTA Recommendation XX/8 Renewed forum and AHTEG; 

later SBSTTA and COP work 

Acknowledged the AHTEG wording as a useful 
starting point rather than formally adopting a 
definition. First COP decision expressly stating that 
XII/24 precautions could apply to some LMOs 
containing gene drives. 

17 2017 Shared process 
input 

Notification 2017-025 | Synthetic Biology 
Online Forum Decision XIII/17 2017 Synthetic Biology AHTEG 

Convened online discussion and information 
gathering on technological developments, impacts, 
monitoring and governance. 

18 2017 CBD synthetic 
biology 

CBD/SYNBIO/AHTEG/2017/1/3 | Synthetic 
Biology AHTEG report 

Online forum, submissions and 
Secretariat compilations 

SBSTTA Recommendations 22/2 
and 22/3 

Examined engineered gene-drive releases, 
uncertainty, case-by-case assessment, risk 
management and possible free, prior and informed 
consent in affected indigenous peoples and local 
communities. 

19 2018 CBD synthetic 
biology 

SBSTTA Recommendation 22/3 | Synthetic 
biology 2017 AHTEG report COP Decision 14/19 

Sent negotiated but partly bracketed gene-drive 
language to COP 14, preserving competing proposals 
on refraining from release versus allowing release 
under precautionary conditions. 

20 2018 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

SBSTTA Recommendation 22/2 | Risk 
assessment and risk management 

Same expert evidence 
considered under the Protocol Cartagena Decision CP-9/13 

Recommended a process to decide whether specific 
risk-assessment guidance, including for gene-drive 
LMOs, was needed. 

21 2018 CBD synthetic 
biology Decision 14/19 | Synthetic biology SBSTTA Recommendation 22/3 

Horizon scanning, monitoring, 
AHTEG review and national 
implementation 

Central gene-drive policy decision. Paragraphs 9-13 
address uncertainty, case-by-case assessment, risk 
management, environmental introduction, 
indigenous peoples' consent, monitoring and 
information sharing. 

22 2018 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

Decision CP-9/13 | Risk assessment and 
risk management SBSTTA Recommendation 22/2 Gene-drive study, Online Forum 

and Risk Assessment AHTEG 
Established criteria for prioritizing risk-assessment 
topics and commissioned analysis of LMOs 
containing engineered gene drives. 

23 2019 CBD synthetic 
biology 

CBD/SYNBIO/AHTEG/2019/1/3 | Synthetic 
Biology AHTEG report 

Decision 14/19, submissions 
and Online Forum 

SBSTTA Recommendation 23/7 
and later SBSTTA 24 work 

Reviewed technological developments, gene drives 
and the new-and-emerging-issue criteria and 
proposed options for regular horizon scanning. 

24 2019 CBD synthetic 
biology 

SBSTTA Recommendation 23/7 | Synthetic 
biology 2019 AHTEG report Further consideration at SBSTTA 

24 
Deferred substantive resolution while keeping the 
horizon-scanning and synthetic-biology process 
active. 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-20/sbstta-20-rec-08-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-20/sbstta-20-rec-08-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-13/cop-13-dec-17-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/notifications/2017-025
https://www.cbd.int/notifications/2017-025
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/SYNBIOAHTEG-2017-01
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/SYNBIOAHTEG-2017-01
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-22/sbstta-22-rec-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-22/sbstta-22-rec-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-22/sbstta-22-rec-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-22/sbstta-22-rec-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-14/cop-14-dec-19-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-09/cp-mop-09-dec-13-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-09/cp-mop-09-dec-13-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/e7d7/1514/ebcd45f71c8f27132d821652/synbio-ahteg-2019-01-03-en.docx
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/e7d7/1514/ebcd45f71c8f27132d821652/synbio-ahteg-2019-01-03-en.docx
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-23/sbstta-23-rec-07-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-23/sbstta-23-rec-07-en.pdf


 
Stage Year Track Document and status Receives input from Produces or feeds into Gene-drive relevance and correction 

25 2020 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2020/1/4 | Study on 
gene-drive LMOs Decision CP-9/13 Risk Assessment AHTEG report 

CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2020/1/5 
Applied the CP-9/13 prioritization criteria specifically 
to living modified organisms containing engineered 
gene drives. 

26 2020 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2020/1/5 | Risk 
Assessment AHTEG report 

Gene-drive study, Online Forum 
and existing guidance SBSTTA Recommendation 24/5 

Concluded that additional voluntary guidance 
materials for case-by-case gene-drive risk 
assessment should be developed. 

27 2020-
22 

CBD synthetic 
biology 

CBD/SBSTTA/24/4/Rev.1 | Synthetic 
biology 

2019 AHTEG report and 
intersessional work SBSTTA Recommendation 24/4 

Secretariat working document setting out horizon-
scanning options and draft recommendations; it is 
distinct from the adopted SBSTTA recommendation. 

28 2022 CBD synthetic 
biology 

SBSTTA Recommendation 24/4 | Synthetic 
biology CBD/SBSTTA/24/4/Rev.1 COP Decision 15/31 Recommended the architecture for broad and regular 

horizon scanning, monitoring and assessment. 

29 2022 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

SBSTTA Recommendation 24/5 | Risk 
assessment and risk management 

2020 Risk Assessment AHTEG 
report Cartagena Decision CP-10/10 Recommended authorizing the preparation of 

additional voluntary guidance on gene-drive LMOs. 

30 2022 Technical input CBD Technical Series No. 100 | Synthetic 
Biology 

Updated literature and work 
since Technical Series No. 82 

COP 15, horizon scanning and 
later expert work 

Comprehensive non-negotiated technical 
background, including gene-drive developments, 
impacts and governance issues. 

31 2022 CBD synthetic 
biology Decision 15/31 | Synthetic biology SBSTTA Recommendation 24/4 

2023-24 multidisciplinary 
AHTEG and horizon-scanning 
cycle 

Established a one-intersessional-period process for 
broad and regular horizon scanning, monitoring and 
assessment and its multidisciplinary AHTEG. 
Recalled the gene-drive safeguards in 14/19. 

32 2022 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

Decision CP-10/10 | Risk assessment and 
risk management SBSTTA Recommendation 24/5 2023-24 Risk Assessment 

AHTEG and draft guidance 

Authorized additional voluntary case-by-case 
guidance for LMOs containing engineered gene 
drives, with particular attention to gene-drive 
mosquitoes. 

33 2023 CBD synthetic 
biology 

CBD/SYNBIO/AHTEG/2023/1/3 | First 
multidisciplinary Synthetic Biology AHTEG 
report 

Decision 15/31, previous 
horizon-scanning inputs and 
submissions 

2023-24 information gathering 
and second AHTEG meeting 

Designed the 2023-24 horizon-scanning process: 
information gathering, synthesis, assessment and 
reporting. This is the document missing from the 
original chronology. 

34 2023 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2023/1/4 | First Risk 
Assessment AHTEG report 

Decision CP-10/10, 
commissioned outline and 
Online Forum 

Draft additional voluntary gene-
drive guidance 

First expert meeting devoted to drafting the Protocol 
guidance. It is not a synthetic-biology horizon-
scanning report. 

35 2024 Technical input CBD/SBSTTA/26/INF/5 | Literature review 
for horizon scanning 

Decision 15/31 and the process 
designed in 2023 

2024 multidisciplinary AHTEG 
and SBSTTA 26 

Supporting literature review used to identify and 
assess recent technological trends, including 
engineered gene drives. 

https://www.cbd.int/meetings/CP-RA-AHTEG-2020-01
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/CP-RA-AHTEG-2020-01
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/CP-RA-AHTEG-2020-01
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/CP-RA-AHTEG-2020-01
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/68b5/7d63/0a0c8f19c57d8003419088cf/sbstta-24-04-rev1-en.docx
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/68b5/7d63/0a0c8f19c57d8003419088cf/sbstta-24-04-rev1-en.docx
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-24/sbstta-24-rec-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-24/sbstta-24-rec-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-24/sbstta-24-rec-05-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-24/sbstta-24-rec-05-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-100-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-100-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-31-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-10/cp-mop-10-dec-10-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-10/cp-mop-10-dec-10-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/7327/0b5e/32328cd7a318c34e7849321e/synbio-ahteg-2023-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/7327/0b5e/32328cd7a318c34e7849321e/synbio-ahteg-2023-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/7327/0b5e/32328cd7a318c34e7849321e/synbio-ahteg-2023-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/93c8/a927/89869fbd1d9d2c9df4f8e6de/cp-ra-ahteg-2023-01-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/93c8/a927/89869fbd1d9d2c9df4f8e6de/cp-ra-ahteg-2023-01-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/cdd0/47d5/a1c4e03006539ca375b70db4/sbstta-26-inf-05-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/cdd0/47d5/a1c4e03006539ca375b70db4/sbstta-26-inf-05-en.pdf


 
Stage Year Track Document and status Receives input from Produces or feeds into Gene-drive relevance and correction 

36 2024 CBD synthetic 
biology 

CBD/SYNBIO/AHTEG/2024/1/3 | Second 
multidisciplinary Synthetic Biology AHTEG 
report 

Submissions, Online Forum, 
literature review and 2023 
AHTEG process 

CBD/SBSTTA/26/4 and 
Recommendation 26/4 

Selected engineered gene drives for vector-borne 
disease and invasive-species control as one of five 
priority trends and assessed potential benefits, risks, 
irreversibility, transboundary spread, consent and 
governance needs. 

37 2024 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2024/1/3 | Second 
Risk Assessment AHTEG report 

First AHTEG draft, peer review 
and Online Forum CBD/SBSTTA/26/5 and Add.1 Finalized the expert draft of the additional voluntary 

guidance materials. 

38 2024 CBD synthetic 
biology CBD/SBSTTA/26/4 | Synthetic biology 2024 AHTEG report and 

supporting documents SBSTTA Recommendation 26/4 
Secretariat working document presenting horizon-
scanning results and evaluation of the process; it is 
not an adopted recommendation. 

39 2024 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

CBD/SBSTTA/26/5 | Risk assessment and 
risk management 

2023-24 Risk Assessment 
AHTEG work 

CBD/SBSTTA/26/5/Add.1 and 
Recommendation 26/5 

Secretariat working document that introduced the 
risk-assessment agenda item and draft 
recommendation. 

40 2024 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

CBD/SBSTTA/26/5/Add.1 | Draft additional 
voluntary guidance 

2024 Risk Assessment AHTEG 
report 

SBSTTA Recommendation 26/5 
and CP-MOP 11 

The actual draft guidance considered by SBSTTA 26; 
it should not be collapsed into the parent working 
document. 

41 2024 CBD synthetic 
biology 

SBSTTA Recommendation 26/4 | Synthetic 
biology 

CBD/SBSTTA/26/4 and 
supporting information COP Decision 16/21 

Transmitted the horizon-scanning results and 
proposals on capacity-building and future work to 
COP 16. 

42 2024 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

SBSTTA Recommendation 26/5 | Risk 
assessment and risk management CBD/SBSTTA/26/5 and Add.1 Cartagena Decision CP-11/7 Recommended that CP-MOP 11 welcome the 

completed additional voluntary guidance materials. 

43 2024 CBD synthetic 
biology Decision 16/21 | Synthetic biology SBSTTA Recommendation 26/4 

Thematic action plan, 
independent study, Online 
Forum, AHTEG, SBSTTA 28 and 
COP 17 

Maintained the precautionary context for 
environmental releases and shifted the next cycle 
toward capacity-building, technology transfer, 
knowledge-sharing, benefits and impacts. It did not 
replace the safeguards in 14/19. 

44 2024 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

Decision CP-11/7 | Risk assessment and 
risk management 

SBSTTA Recommendation 26/5 
and completed draft guidance 

Use, experience-sharing, 
capacity-building and the next 
Protocol risk-assessment cycle 

Welcomed - but did not adopt as binding guidance or 
annex - the completed materials; invited their use 
and requested gene-drive-focused capacity-building. 

45 2024 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

CBD/CP/MOP/11/9 | Additional voluntary 
guidance materials on engineered gene 
drives 

AHTEG drafting, peer review, 
SBSTTA 26 and CP-MOP 11 

Voluntary national risk 
assessments and capacity-
building 

The completed guidance document welcomed in CP-
11/7. It supports case-by-case assessment under 
annex III to the Protocol and remains voluntary. 

46 2024-
25 

Cartagena risk 
assessment 

Biosafety Technical Series 07 | Publication 
version of the gene-drive guidance CBD/CP/MOP/11/9 Training, implementation and 

reference use 
Accessible publication version of the guidance; 
useful for implementation but not a separate 
negotiated decision. 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a26e/a6dc/571dd825eb08eef3865f85de/synbio-ahteg-2024-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a26e/a6dc/571dd825eb08eef3865f85de/synbio-ahteg-2024-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a26e/a6dc/571dd825eb08eef3865f85de/synbio-ahteg-2024-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/0e44/e702/e4783d74c9e6f262989fbcbc/cp-ra-ahteg-2024-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/0e44/e702/e4783d74c9e6f262989fbcbc/cp-ra-ahteg-2024-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/8cb2/d007/23a9f799fb31180cb353d6e2/sbstta-26-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/SBSTTA-26
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/SBSTTA-26
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/SBSTTA-26
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/SBSTTA-26
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-26/sbstta-26-rec-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-26/sbstta-26-rec-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-26/sbstta-26-rec-05-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-26/sbstta-26-rec-05-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-16/cop-16-dec-21-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-11/cp-mop-11-dec-07-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cp-mop-11/cp-mop-11-dec-07-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/175e/90b0/89c0c71660cccc1539adf34f/cp-mop-11-09-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/175e/90b0/89c0c71660cccc1539adf34f/cp-mop-11-09-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/175e/90b0/89c0c71660cccc1539adf34f/cp-mop-11-09-en.pdf
https://bch.cbd.int/protocol/cpb_technicalseries.shtml
https://bch.cbd.int/protocol/cpb_technicalseries.shtml


 
Stage Year Track Document and status Receives input from Produces or feeds into Gene-drive relevance and correction 

47 2025 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

CBD/CP/RA/AHTEG/2025/1/3 | Risk 
Assessment AHTEG report 

Decision CP-11/7, Party 
submissions and Risk 
Assessment Online Forum 

CBD/SBSTTA/27/6 and 
Recommendation 27/7 

Assessed priorities for further guidance. The 
completed gene-drive guidance remained part of the 
baseline and capacity-building context rather than 
being reopened. 

48 2025 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

CBD/SBSTTA/27/6 | Risk assessment and 
risk management 

2025 Risk Assessment AHTEG, 
submissions, Online Forum and 
training 

SBSTTA Recommendation 27/7 
Secretariat working document describing the post-
CP-11/7 process. It records use of the gene-drive 
guidance in capacity-building and proposes the next 
Protocol work programme. 

49 2025 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

SBSTTA Recommendation 27/7 | Risk 
assessment and risk management 

CBD/SBSTTA/27/6 and 2025 
AHTEG report 

CP-MOP 12 in parallel with COP 
17 

Carries the Cartagena track forward. Continues 
experience gathering and uses the engineered-gene-
drive guidance as a reference for capacity-building 
while proposing work on other priority topics. 

50 2025-
26 

Shared process 
input 

COP 16/21 intersessional process | 
Submissions, thematic action plan and 
Online Forum 

Decision 16/21; Notifications 
2025-065 and 2025-088 

Draft action plan, compilations 
and the 2026 Synthetic Biology 
AHTEG 

Includes 29 submissions, drafting of the thematic 
action plan, peer review under Notification 2025-149 
and online discussions convened under Notification 
2026-001. 

51 2025 Capacity-
building input 

CBD/SYNBIO/WS/2025/1/2 | Capacity-
building workshop report Decision 16/21 

Capacity needs and 
implementation context for the 
thematic action plan 

Supporting process document. Used gene-drive 
LMOs as a case study and linked synthetic-biology 
capacity needs with Protocol risk-assessment 
materials. 

52 2026 Technical input 
CBD/SYNBIO/AHTEG/2026/1/INF/3 | 
Independent scientific study on synthetic 
biology 

Commissioned under Decision 
16/21 2026 Synthetic Biology AHTEG 

Input study rather than an agreed evidentiary 
conclusion. The AHTEG found that it lacked sufficient 
scientific rigour and a sufficiently comprehensive 
information base for its deliberations. 

53 2026 CBD synthetic 
biology 

CBD/SYNBIO/AHTEG/2026/1/3 | Synthetic 
Biology AHTEG report 

Study, submissions, Online 
Forum, draft action plan and 
Secretariat compilations 

SBSTTA Recommendation 28/3 

Current expert input to COP 17. Treats gene drives as 
possible tools for invasive-species control and pest 
management while emphasizing case-specific 
impacts, precaution, governance, capacity and the 
absence of an agreed assessment methodology. 

54 2026 CBD synthetic 
biology 

SBSTTA Recommendation 28/3 | Synthetic 
biology 

2026 AHTEG report and draft 
thematic action plan 

Scientific and technical 
component of the COP 17 
negotiating text 

Contains the thematic action plan and bracketed 
alternatives on precaution, future horizon scanning 
and a possible new AHTEG. Also proposes a longer-
term stocktake of CBD and Protocol work. 

55 2026 CBD 
implementation 

SBI Recommendation 7/7 | Synthetic 
biology thematic action plan 

Draft action plan and SBSTTA 28 
outcome 

Implementation, finance, 
cooperation and monitoring 
elements for COP 17 

Adds implementation-oriented provisions to the 
scientific and technical advice. It is an adopted SBI 
recommendation, not a COP decision. 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a36e/7585/f6416c1b9af2f41c46f46652/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/a36e/7585/f6416c1b9af2f41c46f46652/cp-ra-ahteg-2025-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/2659/27f7/81bbe942fea65ca0340f4f74/sbstta-27-06-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/2659/27f7/81bbe942fea65ca0340f4f74/sbstta-27-06-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-27/sbstta-27-rec-07-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-27/sbstta-27-rec-07-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/synbio/current_activities/thematic.shtml
https://www.cbd.int/synbio/current_activities/thematic.shtml
https://www.cbd.int/synbio/current_activities/thematic.shtml
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/89ee/54a1/e958a485bd22ed31cb541936/synbio-ws-2025-01-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/89ee/54a1/e958a485bd22ed31cb541936/synbio-ws-2025-01-02-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/SYNBIOAHTEG-2026-01
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/SYNBIOAHTEG-2026-01
https://www.cbd.int/meetings/SYNBIOAHTEG-2026-01
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/302a/2ff2/0677d38aef45c5ae9d443ab8/synbio-ahteg-2026-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/302a/2ff2/0677d38aef45c5ae9d443ab8/synbio-ahteg-2026-01-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-28/sbstta-28-rec-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-28/sbstta-28-rec-03-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbi-07/sbi-07-rec-07-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbi-07/sbi-07-rec-07-en.pdf


 
Stage Year Track Document and status Receives input from Produces or feeds into Gene-drive relevance and correction 

56 2026 CBD synthetic 
biology 

COP 17 outcome on synthetic biology | 
Forthcoming 

Expected consolidation of 
SBSTTA Recommendation 28/3 
and SBI Recommendation 7/7 

Final COP 17 decision and post-
COP work programme 

As of 16 September 2026, no separate official COP 17 
draft decision was verified. The recommendation 
texts remain the authoritative negotiating basis; 
bracketed alternatives are unresolved until COP 17. 

57 2026 Cartagena risk 
assessment 

CP-MOP 12 outcome on risk assessment | 
Forthcoming SBSTTA Recommendation 27/7 Next Protocol risk-assessment 

work programme 
The Cartagena track continues separately at CP-MOP 
12, held concurrently with COP 17. It should not be 
folded into the COP 17 synthetic-biology decision. 

 

Status note. The table uses official CBD document categories. 'Welcomed' does not mean 'adopted as binding guidance'; 'recommendation' does not mean 'decision'; and 
bracketed negotiating text has not been agreed. The links lead to official CBD or Biosafety Clearing-House sources where available. 

Abbreviations. AHTEG, Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group; CBD, Convention on Biological Diversity; COP, Conference of the Parties; CP-MOP, Conference of the Parties serving as 
the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol; SBI, Subsidiary Body on Implementation; SBSTTA, Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice; LMO, 
living modified organism. 


