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Gene Drive Research

If you've been following Monitoring Gene Drives for a while, welcome back. If

you’re new here, you're joining at a moment where the project is starting to

evolve.

Gene drive research keeps moving quickly, but what’s becoming just as
important is how we make sense of it. This newsletter is here to help you do

exactly that: not just keep up, but see how different pieces of evidence connect.

What's new in our

living_literature review

(Jan — Apr 2026)

Where could gene drives be
tested first? The case for
islands

Islands are often proposed as
potential starting points for gene
drive applications, particularly for
controlling invasive species. This
review looks at why geographical

Could gene drive mosquitoes
affect food webs? What
current research suggests

Mosquitoes are frequently
described as essential to
ecosystems, which raises a key
question: what happens if their
populations are reduced? This
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containment, ecological relevance, review examines trophic

and practical feasibility, but also the interactions, ecological roles, and
assumptions behind these the limits of current evidence when
arguments and where uncertainties considering potential impacts.

remain.

Link to the article
Link to the article

A small but important change in how articles are
structured

From this point forward, new articles will include two additional sections:

+ Key takeaways — for a quick, evidence-based synthesis of the main
insights

 FAQs — to address recurring questions and clarify common points of
confusion

The goal is simple: make each review easier to navigate, quicker to use, and
more directly relevant for decision-making.

Over time, these sections will be added across existing articles as well.

Literature highlights

Here are a few recent studies that stood out and are worth your attention:

Potential benefits, opportunities, risks and challenges of population
suppression gene drive mosquitoes for malaria control described in
the scholarly literature: a rapid scoping review

Reviews benefits, risks and challenges across ecological, social, health and

economic dimensions, showing an emphasis on potential risks and the need
for more balanced assessment frameworks.
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Emerging trends in genome editing of wild animals

Maps how genome editing is moving into conservation, focusing on population
control, de-extinction, governance gaps, ecological uncertainty, stakeholder
inclusion, and regulatory challenges ahead.

Help shape what comes next

This project has always been shaped by the people who use it.
If you have a suggestion, a question, or a topic you think should be covered, feel

free to reach out. Even a short message helps steer the direction of future
reviews.

Help it reach the right people

And if you know someone working on gene drives or related topics, please
forward this newsletter to them and encourage them to subscribe.

The website and its articles are available in several languages, so your
contacts in different regions can read in the language that suits them best.

You are receiving this fourth issue because we have crossed paths
professionally at some point: either through the ICGEB Regulatory Science
Group, your role as corresponding author on one of the papers | reviewed, or
your recent subscription.

If you'd prefer not to receive future newsletters, simply
Unsubscribe from this list.
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